
Johanna Looser

SPECIALISM 
YEAR
CLINICAL ENGINEERING



MY EXPERIENCE
NHS Highlands Trainee- based in Inverness

Clinical Engineering Trainee specialising in 
Rehabilitation Engineering
-Wheelchairs
-Seating
-Environmental Controls

Experience working in a small service in one of the 
smaller health boards



FOUNDATION YEAR

Continue Training 
Progression and 

Professional 
Development

Innovation 
Project

Apply and 
Achieve 

AHCS 
Equivalence



TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

More real work-Expectation that you will 
contribute

Embedded in a department

Increasing level of independence and 
responsibility

Increasing complexity of work you do

Training components are still important! 



Specialist Seating

Environmental Controls

Stability Assessments Specialist Controls Risk Assessments Device Assessments

Adverse IncidentsCustom 
Devices

Modification
s

Design & Development



Less structured compared to 
foundation year

Balancing long term projects and 
everyday work

KEEPING ON 
TRACK

You are responsible for your own 
training

Regular meetings with supervisor

Stay on top of training requirements, 
and keep records of everything



INNOVATION PROJECT

6 month project completed during your 
specialism year.

This project is presented at the DCPB 
symposium in November

My project was developing a testing and 
comparison method for wheelchair clamp-
on lateral supports 



REGISTRATION PATHWAY

Make an AHCS account and submit your “Intention to 
Submit” application.

Submit your equivalence portfolio to AHCS. This is 
5000 words and approximately 60 pieces of 
evidence showing you meet all of the Good Scientific 
Practice (GSP) competencies

AHCS Viva to determine if you are safe to practice as 
your portfolio is an accurate reflection of your 
experience 

Register with HCPC as a Clinical Scientist!

1.

2. 

3.

4.



GSP MAPPING

5 Domains: 
-Professional Practice
-Scientific Practice
-Clinical Practice
-Research, Development, and Innovation
-Clinical Leadership

Trainee network and collaborating with 
other trainees kept me going

Keep these in your head at all times!



OTHER COOL EXPERIENCES

Attending the Posture and Mobility Group exhibition, 
training, and conference in England

Being the Inverness centre rep and the Clinical Engineering 
Vice Chair on the SMPCETS Network Committee

Representing NHS Highland in the Scottish National 
Environmental Controls Group

Working with the University of the Highlands and Islands to 
design and develop accessories for their nanocoating 
device

Saw so much more of the beautiful rural Scottish Highlands 
on patient home visits
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Mar 2024

Sep 2024

Start SY Attend DCPB
Become CE vice 

chair

Start planning 
Innovation 

project

Intention to 
Submit

AHCS Viva

Attend PMG 
conference

Re-elected CE 
vice chair

Present 
Innovation 
Project at 

DCPB

Submit 
Portfolio

Applying for 
jobs

Register with 
HCPC as 
Clinical 

Scientist

TIMELINE



THANK YOU

If you have any questions, please contact me on 
johanna.looser@nhs.scot


